2005 BRAC Commissioners
· Anthony J. Principi 
Personal: 60. Born in New York ; now lives in the Washington, D.C., area. 1967 U.S. Naval 
Academy graduate. 

Nominated by: President Bush. 

Career: Secretary of veterans affairs during Bush’s first term. He started work Monday as 
vice president for government relations at Pfizer Inc. Principi commanded a river patrol unit in the Mekong Delta during the Vietnam War and came home to attend law school at Seton Hall University. He did tours of duty in the Judge Advocate General’s Corps in San Diego and as legislative counsel to the Navy Department. Principi has considerable experience with military bureaucracy and efforts to combine and upgrade facilities. At the Department of Veterans Affairs, he presided over the federal government’s second-largest agency – the Defense Department is No. 1 – and led a $1 billion per year effort to replace aging hospitals and clinics. Principi also should know the ins and outs of dealing with members of Congress. Before going to the VA, he served as staff director to the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee and the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

· James H. Bilbray 

Personal: 66, of Las Vegas. Graduate of the University of Nevada-Las Vegas and the 
Washington College of Law at American University. 

Recommended by: Senate Democratic Leader Harry Reid of Nevada. 

Career: A lawyer in Las Vegas, Bilbray is a Democrat who represented Southern Nevada in 
the House of Representatives from 1987 to 1995. 


Bilbray served on both the House Armed Services Committee and the House Intelligence 
Committee, posts that should have given him a good view of base closing rounds in 
1988, 1991 and 1993. Two major military installations in his state, Nellis Air Force Base 
and Fallon Naval Air Station, are well-known desert training ranges. He served in the 
Army and the Nevada National Guard from 1957 to 1963. 

· Philip E. Coyle 

Personal: lives in Los Angeles; holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Dartmouth 
College. 

Recommended by: House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi of California. 

Career: senior adviser at the Center for Defense Information, a Washington-based think tank 
that advocates cuts in defense spending. He was an engineer and career civil servant 
who was running the Defense Department’s weapons testing office when he retired from 
government service in 2001. He also spent more than 30 years at the Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory near Oakland, the nation’s nuclear weapons safety center. 

Coyle came to the Pentagon in 1994 to serve as director of operational testing and 
evaluation. He was responsible for overseeing testing – independent of the military – of 
new aircraft, ships and other weapons systems. 

· Harold W. Gehman Jr. 

Personal: 62, Norfolk native who retired to Virginia Beach. Attended Norfolk Catholic High 
School and is a 1965 Pennsylvania State University graduate. 

Recommended by: Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist. 

Career: He commanded the guided missile destroyer Dahlgren, the salvage ship Conserver, 
cruiser Belknap, and Cruiser/Destroyer Group 8. In 1997, he became the first 
commander of the U.S. Joint Forces Command and NATO’s Supreme Allied Commander 
Atlantic; he left the service in 2000 as a four-star admiral. Gehman also co-chaired an 
investigation of the terrorist bombing of the destroyer Cole in October 2000. And in 2003, 
he led a difficult but widely praised commission that investigated the explosion that 
destroyed the space shuttle Columbia. 

· James V. Hansen 

Personal: 72, of Salt Lake City. University of Utah graduate. 

Recommended by: House Speaker J. Dennis Hastert. 

Career: former Utah congressman and Navy veteran who lost a bid for governor of Utah last 
year. A Republican, Hansen represented Utah’s 1st District – basically the western half of 
the state – for 22 years before retiring from the House in 2002. As a member of the 
House Armed Services Committee, Hansen was among the most vocal supporters of 
defense spending increases through the 1990s, as former Presidents Bush and Clinton 
downsized the military in the aftermath of the Cold War. Hansen also was chairman of 
the Congressional Depot Caucus, which represents districts where the military has major 
ship, airplane and vehicle repair facilities. 

· James T. Hill 

Personal: 58, formerly of El Paso, Texas, graduate of Trinity University in San Antonio. 

Nominated by: President Bush. 

Career: A retired Army general with 36 years of service, he previously commanded the U.S. 
Southern Command and is a Vietnam and Desert Storm veteran. He also served in the 
Pentagon and with the United Nations in Haiti. As head of the Southern Command, he 
oversaw the military activities of 32 nations and 12 dependencies, from Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba to Colombia, where he worked to strengthen Colombia’s military and counter-
drug operations. 

· Gen. Lloyd Warren Newton (Ret.) 

Personal: from Florida
Nominated by: President Bush. 

Career: Retired Air Force fighter pilot who flew 269 combat missions over Vietnam and was 
the first black pilot selected to fly with the U.S. Air Force's elite Thunderbirds 
demonstration team. He has piloted the F-117 stealth fighter and other fighter planes. He 
served as commander of bases across the United States, including installations in New 
Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas.

· Samuel Knox Skinner 

Personal: 66, a Chicago native and graduate of the University of Illinois. 

Recommended by: House Speaker J. Dennis Hastert. 

Career: lobbyist in Washington for the law firm of Greenberg Traurig. Former U.S. attorney 
who served as chief of staff and secretary of transportation to former President Bush. 


Skinner was dubbed “Sam the Hammer” by a criminal defendant when he was a U.S. 
attorney for the Northern District of Illinois. He left government in 1993 and went home to 
Chicago to become president of electric utility Commonwealth Edison and its corporate 
parent, Unicom. More recently, he’s been chairman and chief executive of USF Corp., a 
trucking firm. 

· Sue Ellen Turner 

Personal: Chicago native; graduate of Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Hospital School of Nursing; 
bachelor’s degree from Incarnate Word College; master’s from University of Alabama. 

Nominated by: President Bush. 

Career: A 30-year veteran of the Air Force, she retired in 1995 as a brigadier general and 
director of nursing services for the Air Force surgeon general. She has since served on 
the board of directors of the San Antonio Federal Credit Union and is a member of the 
American Battle Monuments Commission. 

