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Overview 
 
Congressman Solomon Ortiz is seeking applications from South Texans in the 27th District of 
Texas for the United States Congressional Page Program.  Candidates will be screened by a 
committee of judges and scored.  Ortiz’s office will announce the winner in mid-May. 
 
The qualifications are stringent; a page candidate must be:  

• 16 years old on or before June 7, 2009, (applicant must provide a copy of their birth 
certificate as proof of age), 

• A Junior in High School (completed the 10th grade and not started the 12th grade) and in 
good physical health, 

• A United States citizen and a resident of TX district 27,  
• A 3.0 GPA, (applicant must provide a copy of their High School transcript),  
• Supported by their parents/guardian to be a Congressional Page through signed consent, 

and 
• Applicants must provide an application package to Ortiz’s office by April 10, 2009. 
• THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS TO THESE RULES 

 
Page applicants should fill out this application with your parents/guardian (or a counselor from 
school or your church). Your parents are a large part of your decision to be part of the Page 
program, and without their support you may not apply.  Remember you are 16 years old; only 
your parent(s) or guardian(s) may give permission by signing this application.  
 
Highlights for students/parents to know: What this opportunity means:  Pages for the House 
of Representatives have the ultimate chance of a lifetime for a firsthand look inside the Halls of 
Congress, and the House Chamber, where debates are held, votes are called, and laws are made 
in the United States.   
 
There is no better way to learn about government but to live it.  The people Congressional Pages 
meet here will be the movers and shakers in the country for the rest of his/her life.  Washington 
is an exciting place and every Page who leaves the program here tells us the experience 
profoundly changed their life.   
 
The experience will demand a young person be in excellent physical health, as there will be 
LOTS of errands running back and forth between the Capitol and the House and Senate office 
buildings for Pages, so families need to consider that when making this decision. 
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The Congressional Page Program has incredibly strict guidelines pages must meet; Pages must 
be of the highest moral fiber.  Educational standards are very high.   
 
Their workday begins at 10:00 a.m. and ends at 5:00 p.m. or until the House adjourns the 
business for the day.  The House frequently adjourns the day’s business well into the evening, 
after which tired pages go to their dorms.  
 
Families and prospective pages must bear in mind that this time in Washington, D.C., Pages will 
miss the regular activities of their life at home and school (birthdays, sports/homecoming, family 
trips, dances/social events, etc.) during the time they are here.   
 
Going home is hard … it’s expensive and hard to get away with the House schedule, which is 
always wildly unpredictable. 
 
Costs to the Page family: While the position is salaried, there is an initial cost to the family.  
The minimum cost to a family is about $800-$1,000 for families (detailed below), but if the 
committee chooses a candidate to be a Page, and the cost is beyond what your family can afford, 
you will have time to raise the money (see note below). 
 

• Plane ticket:  (roughly $500 or less if reservations are made in lots of time; can go up to 
well over $1,000 if not made in advance) 

• Clothes:  the Congressional Page program has a strict dress code (gray pants, white 
shirts/blouses, and blazers; there will be more specific instructions in the programs’ 
papers), will probably need to buy clothes (in TX) … can be as expensive or as 
inexpensive as you can find them 

• Security deposit of $100 for dorm 
• Spending $ - suggest pages bring $250 in travelers checks to cover expenses of the first 

month like lunch weekend activities and other expenses 
• Other travel expenses (additional trips home, etc. will drive the cost up) 

 
Salary: Monthly, around $1,500 minus taxes (state and federal), and Social Security, and minus 
residence fees ($400 per month, which includes breakfast, lunch and supper 5 days a week, and 
suppers on weekends, and is  pro-rated). 
 
NOTE: 
 
If your family cannot afford the associated costs of participating in the Page program – and 
that is the only factor preventing your participation – be aware that while our Congressional 
office is prohibited from soliciting funds, we can direct you to somebody to guide you in 
soliciting the funds yourself and getting donations of plane tickets to and from Washington, 
D.C., and donations of clothes for the Page uniform. 
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