CONGRESSMAN SOLOMON ORTIZ

Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
Authorization/Appropriation Requests
Project Name:

ABA Borderlands Institute, Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge

Recipient:

American Birding Association

Address:

4945 N 30th St, #200




Colorado Springs, CO 80919

$808,160 is requested for initiation of a new Borderlands Birding Institute at the Lower Rio Grande National Wildlife Refuge located along the Mexican border in the Rio Grande Valley of South Texas.  This program has multiple benefits, but primarily it both promotes the preservation of natural resources, but also helps develop jobs and tourism. Program activities at the Institute will include: First, the experience of young learners is enhanced as they are encouraged and equipped to become literate stewards of the environment and to take a leadership role in re-energizing communities.  Second, the development of ecological tourism lends solid economic impetus to conservation and the preservation of bird diversity, and provides the opportunity to generate millions of dollars to the regions economy.  Finally, research conducted on migrating birds will add to our knowledge and scientific understanding and will assist land owners, decision-makers and governments in making smart decisions related to the use, management or restoration of sensitive and threatened migration stopover areas.

Project Name:

Brownsville & Matamoros Weir and Reservoir

Recipient: 

Brownsville Public Utilities Board

Address:

1425 Robinhood Drive




PO Box 3270




Brownsville, TX  78523

$5 million is requested from the EPA-Border Environment Infrastructure Fund (BEIF) Program for this project.  The Brownsville Public Utilities Board (BPUB) and Junta de Aguas y Drenaje (Matamoros) provide water distribution and treatment to the Cities of Brownsville and Matamoros.  This economic base creates difficulty in funding needed public water system improvements.  The proposed Brownsville and Matamoros Weir and Reservoir Project is intended to capture and store excess river flows and develop a long-term water supply for the communities in the lower Rio Grande Valley through the construction and operation of an on-channel reservoir.  The project location, about four miles southeast of Brownsville, provides significant opportunities for improvements in water conservation and management in the lower Rio Grande.
Project Name:
Habitat Acquisition for Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuges 

Recipient:
Friends of the Wildlife Corridor

Address:
Casa Santa Ana


3239 S Tower Rd


Alamo, TX 78516

$7.5 million is requested through the US Fish and Wildlife Service for this project. The money spent on habitat acquisitions will improve the refuges making them more attractive to visitors, thus more money to an economically depressed area. Refuges create jobs and bring money to businesses and local governments through hotel stays, airport taxes, gas and food purchase, etc. These refuges provide public access and education to a local population in great need of outdoor recreation.  It is also our responsibility as a people to protect our natural resources and species. The refuges need to be completed to function as designed, and to safely receive the public. 
Project Name: 
The Live Oak Boulevard Water Project 

Recipient:

City of Ingleside Local Development Corporation

Address:

2671 San Angelo

PO Drawer 400

Ingleside, TX  78362
$850,000 in funding under the State and Tribal Assistance Grant is requested for Phase I (Storm Water Distribution) of this project.  Total project cost of $3,480,000.  These funds are necessary to ensure adequate water infrastructure, by allowing for necessary storm water, wastewater, and drainage systems along the primary road into the Live Oak Preserve development.  Proper drainage along Live Oak Boulevard will facilitate the Live Oak Preserve development, and help Ingleside and San Patricio County overcome the loss of jobs at Naval Station Ingleside while creating a sustainable affordable community for the entire coastal bend area.

Project Name:

Wastewater Line Rehabilitation

Recipient:

Laguna Madre Water District

Address:

105 Port Road




Port Isabel, TX

$21,369,661 is requested in EPA funding for this project.  Built between the 1970’s to the 1980’s, the Laguna Madre Water District’s collection system has been determined to include 245,725 feet of sewer lines in poor condition which have not been replaced as needed and are therefore subject to root intrusion, cracks, leakage and corrosion.  Some of these factors result from geography and location which means that soil condition, groundwater, roots, grease build-ups and other factors can also accelerate the end of life for sewer pipes.  If these replacements are not considered for improvement, this can affect the community finances and cause environmental pollution including sanitary sewer overflows.  The LMWD submitted an application to seek financial assistance through the Clean Water State Revolving Fund.  As per the Texas Water Development Board criteria, the Laguna Madre Water District’s service area meets the criteria as a Disadvantaged community.  This infrastructure project if implemented will create employment opportunities.
Project Name:

Willacy County, TX  Nature Center
Recipient:

Willacy County

Address:

546 West Hidalgo St.




Raymondville, TX  78580

$1.75 million is requested in US Fish and Wildlife funding for this project which will promote responsible management and preservation of natural-based resources for educational purposes, recreational opportunities, enjoyment, and public use.  A Nature Center would serve to promote the preservation, education, management of wildlife and an abundance of unmatched plant species found in the region of Texas-Mexico border region.  A Nature Center would provide site tours of available wildlife/plant landscapes to generate greater understanding about their ecosystems.  A Nature Center strategically would be immediately and conveniently assessable to tourists as they travel through two-major Texas arteries  State Hwy. 77 and  Hwy. 281 including Hwy. 186.  A Willacy County Nature Center, would allow tourists initial information to South Texas recreational opportunities, bird watching destinations, regional nature centers, fishing/hunting, photography and references to serene public/private lodging. A Nature Center in Willacy County would serve as an alternative rural economic development engine for business opportunities. 
