CONGRESSMAN SOLOMON ORTIZ
Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies

Authorization/Appropriation Requests
Project Name:

Adjudicated Youth

Recipient:

Texas A&M University—Corpus Christi

Address:

6300 Ocean Dr




Corpus Christi, TX  78412

$250,000 is requested in Department of Justice; Office of Juvenile Justice Programs funding for this project.  The STARS programs offered on-site at the Garcia Center, now accepted as successful ventures by the community, provide structure, accountability, and guidance to young people and their families; families continue to express appreciation for the changes they see in their youth.  The STARS program is evolving into a national best practices model that could easily become a template for reaching at-risk students in other communities. The program is one that the Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention, the Antonio E. Garcia Arts & Education Center, and TAMUCC’s College of Education can refer to with pride.  Continued STARS funding is requested to sustain this program of service and education for at-risk youth and their families.

Project Name:

Center for Biological Indicators of Coastal Ecosystem Health

Recipient:

University of Texas at Austin

Address:

FAC 414, 1 University Station G2700




PO Box 7397




Austin, TX  78713

$3.0 million is requested in NOAA funding for this project.  The project will provide better indicators of ecosystem health that can be used for more effective management of our coastal natural resources. In addition, by developing new understanding of how marine organisms respond to changes in environmental health, Marine Science Institute researchers have already begun to extend this knowledge to human health, and they expect to continue to do so. The Pew Oceans Commission and the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy both concluded that the nation’s oceans and coasts are in serious trouble, and the U.S. Ocean Action Plan outlines priority actions. In response, the Joint Subcommittee on Ocean Science and Technology (JSOST) developed an Ocean Research Priorities Plan and Implementation Strategy in which improving ecosystem health by developing new biological indicators for effective ecosystem management was listed as a national priority. This project directly targets that priority.

Project Name:
Consortium for Biomedical, Environmental, and Economic Optimization of Coastal Resources (CBEEOCR)

Recipient:
Texas AgriLife Research

Address:
1500 Research Pky, Suite 150


College Station, TX  77843

$4.41 million with $1.27 million TAES is requested for this project.  The sea urchin has been used in biomedical research for over 150 years with the federal National Institutes of Health program funding millions of dollars per year.  The quality of this major program is compromised with no reliable captive supply of high-heath and genetically improved sea urchin stocks and nutritionally balanced dry research feeds.  The sea urchin is an ideal organism for understanding how genes and protein regulate growth and development, with potentially profound implication for understanding human development, organogenesis, and nutritional requirements.  Sea urchins are an EPA and USGS approved model.  They are ideal for determining environmental quality and biosecurity programs and can be used to determine the effects of carcinogens, toxic materials, chemical ordnance, pharmacologics, and excessive nutrients such as selenium in the maternal diet on the embryological development.  They are ideal for observing embryological and organogenesis and for use in high school and college classrooms and adult education programs relating to human development.

Sea urchin roe for human consumption is a billion dollar market and is increasing over 10% per year.  U.S. fisheries, however, have decreased by 70% (from previous lead in exports) and have lost approximately $100 million in export of sea urchin roe due to over fishing and the loss of natural sea urchin populations.  This technology will make sea urchin farming commercially feasible, thus recovering the lost export revenue and creating new jobs.  It can also be used for stock enhancement with the revitalization of natural sea urchin fisheries by newly enhanced culture technologies.

Project Name:

Countywide Drainage Program

Recipient:

Cameron County

Address:

1100 E Monroe St




Brownsville, TX  78520

$6.0 million is requested in Economic Development Administration funding for this project.  The project benefits the taxpayers by protecting the most valued asset of any one citizen –their home. By improving the drainage and providing an overall master plan for the residents of Cameron County subdivisions and the value of people’s homes will not diminish.  Cameron County is now a more urban area with most of the rural farmland now seeing subdivision development.  By funding this program Cameron County will help address a reoccurring problem and help alleviate and mitigate future flooding problems. 
Project Name:

Marine Science Institute Expansion

Recipient:

University of Texas at Austin; Marine Science Institute

Address:

750 Channel View Drive




Port Aransas, TX  78373

$6.7 million in NOAA-Procurement, Acquisition and Construction; NIST funding for this project.  The Marine Science Institute is dedicated to three functions; research, education and outreach as they apply to the Texas coastal zone and other marine environments.  The primary goal of the Marine Science Institute is to improve understanding of the marine environment through scientific investigations.  MSI’s central complex consists of a interconnected buildings containing laboratories, classrooms, tele-video instruction room, offices, a library, exhibit halls, and seminar rooms.  This project will expand to continue the tradition of being the oldest and most significant marine research facility on the Texas coast that is now home to cutting-edge research, education, and outreach programs.
Project Name:

Off-site Waterline Improvements

Recipient:

City of Robstown, Texas

Address:

101 E Main




Robstown, TX  78380

$2.6 million in EDA funding is requested for this project.  Waterline upgrades in the City of Robstown will allow for the continued investment and development of federal projects including the United States Army Reserve’s Controlled Humidity Preservation Warehouse, Robstown Trade Processing and Inland Center, and Interstate 69. Waterline improvements will provide accessible utilities for the citizens of Robstown through current and future economic development and long-term growth.

Project Name:

Port Aransas Nature Preserve

Recipient:

City of Port Aransas

Address:

701 W Avenue A




Port Aransas, TX  78373

$3.0 million is requested in Coastal and Estuarine Land Acquisition and Construction funding for this project.  This project will preserve endangered wetlands, protect fish and wildlife, and promote tourism, education and economic development in South Texas.  The City began a Nature Preserve project in 2002 by leasing nearly 1000 acres of land from the state of Texas for park and open space.  The city has recently completed a master plan for the Preserve and will complete final design and engineering this spring.  Construction began in late 2008 with five phases of construction, funds permitting.  

Project Name:

Regional Forensics Training Center

Recipient:

University of Texas at Brownsville

Address:

80 Fort Brown




Brownsville, TX  78520

$1.5 million is requested in State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance funding for this project.  The Regional Training Center in Forensics will improve the practice of emergency room personnel, law enforcement personnel, prosecutors, and family and child protective service officers in their diagnoses and intervention of sexual assault, child abuse, and intimate partner and elder violence. As one of the few universities providing coursework in Medical-Legal Forensic Investigation at the undergraduate level UTB/TSC is well positioned to collaborate and deliver such training.  In addition, UTB/TSC will be a significant adjunct in the training and continuing education in the emerging field of forensic nursing.
Project Name:

Shrimp Industry Fishing Effort Research

Recipient:

Southern Shrimp Alliance

Address:

PO Box 1020




Aransas Pass, TX  78335

$1.5 million is requested in NMFS/Operations Research & Facilities/Fisheries Research & Management funding for this project.  The Federal mission is to comply with Federal regulations and statutory requirements to reduce bycatch to the extent practicable and to end overfishing and rebuild overfished stocks including red snapper in Gulf federal waters.  This program is essential to the implementation of Federal regulations requiring a 74% reduction in red snapper bycatch in the shrimp fisheries that operate in federally-managed waters in order to comply with this Federal statutory and regulatory mission.  The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council which manages Federal shrimp and red snapper fisheries has strongly endorsed this program.
Project Name:

Texas-Mexico Internet2 Fiber Project

Recipient:

University of Texas at Brownsville

Address:

80 Fort Brown




Brownsville, TX  78520

$750,000 is requested in EDA funding for this project.  The UTB/TSC fiber optic project will address the university's need for a robust, high-power scalable fiber optic ring that connects institutions of higher education on both sides of the Rio Grande. The UTB/TSC fiber loop will provide greater and scalable bandwidth at a competitive cost to the Internet, Internet2, and the backup regional data center, which will allow for researchers to support and submit investigative findings in the areas of higher education. Through the establishment of a strong bandwidth in and around the Brownsville-Matamoros area, researchers would have easier access to super computers to submit findings, research and investigations for processing.
