CONGRESSMAN SOLOMON ORTIZ
Energy and Water Development 

Authorization/Appropriation Requests
Project Name: 

Brownsville Resaca Restoration Project
Recipient:

Brownsville Public Utilities Board

Address: 

1425 Robinhood Drive




PO Box 3270




Brownsville, TX  78523

$950,000 is requested in Army Corps of Engineers—General Investigations funding for this project.  The purpose of the study is to evaluate ecosystem restoration opportunities for resacas within the boundaries of the City of Brownsville. The three main systems under the study include Town Resaca, Resaca de la Guerra and Resaca Del Rancho Viejo. The District Engineer, Galveston District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), is responsible for the overall management of the feasibility study and report preparation. The Brownsville Public Utilities Board (BPUB) is the non-Federal sponsor for the study. The study is being coordinated by the Interagency Coordination Team (ICT) which includes as members interested Federal, State, local agencies and the public.
Project Name:

Brownsville Ship Channel Widening / Deepening Feasibility Study

Recipient:

Brownsville Navigation District, Port of Brownsville

Address:

1000 Foust Rd




Brownsville, TX  78512

$600,000 is requested in the Corps of Engineers, General Investigations account for this project.  The Port of Brownsville is truly the economic engine for South Texas.  It represents the promise of the economic viability of the region which has been economically depressed for many years.  With the implementation of NAFTA, the Port has seen steady growth for years.  The Port expects this tremendous growth to continue and will need the infrastructure to keep up with demand.  This expansion process starts with this feasibility study request.

Project Name:
Center of Excellence in Coastal and Environmental Studies, Education, and Outreach

Recipient:
University of Texas at Pan America

Address:
1201 W University Drive


Edinburg, TX  78541

A collaboration center will result in a cost-effective initiative by combining existing resources, expertise and integrating in the strengths of three Texas institutions "The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College (UTB/TSC), The University of Texas-Pan American (UTPA), and The University of Texas at Austin Marine Science Institute (UTMSI)" to achieve national goals of increasing diversity in science, addressing coastal hazards, revitalizing degraded marine fishery habitat, and protecting ecotourism resources of economic importance to the regional economy. By being the only coastal research and education center in the subtropical western Gulf of Mexico, a transition area between tropical and temperate coastal environments, it will allow the three collaborating institutions a common coastal mission of excellence in research and education.

Project Name:

Corpus Christi Ship Channel—La Quinta Extension

Recipient:

Port of Corpus Christi

Address:

PO Box 1541




Corpus Christi, TX  78403

$50 million is requested for this project. The La Quinta Channel extension to the proposed container terminal is integral to strengthen and diversify the regional economy.  The terminal’s construction and operation will create jobs and economic recovery to a severely economically distressed region due to Naval Station Ingleside’s BRAC closure.  The terminal’s initial phase creates 2500 highly skilled and high-wage jobs providing relief to the 7,000 jobs affected by the base closure. Ultimately, the terminal will spur additional industrial development and generate demand for housing, retail and commercial businesses generating 8,217 direct jobs, $321 million in direct personal income, and $70 million in State and Local taxes.

Project Name:

Energy Efficiency Initiatives 

Recipient:

City of Corpus Christi

Address:

412 First Street




Corpus Christi, TX  20003

$500,000 is requested for this project.  The City of Corpus Christi is currently in the process of instituting an energy management program at all city-operated facilities.  The program is intended to comply with state and federal initiatives to reduce energy consumption at the local government level.  With approximately 1.6 million square feet of conditioned space, our plans are to implement an energy auditing process to determine cost savings opportunities.

Project Name:

Landfill Gas to Energy Project—J.C. Elliott Landfill

Recipient:

City of Corpus Christi

Address:

1201 Leopard St, 5th Floor




Corpus Christi,  TX  78401

$1.0 million in Energy Efficiency Renewable Energy funding is requested for this project.  This project is a key component of our community’s green city initiative.  The methane gas produced by the landfill is a valuable energy source which can be turned into electricity.  The city is investing in the gas collection system today that will enable capture of the methane gas, which can then be used as fuel to run through a small scale electric generator.  That electricity production will offset existing usage of the city which will help save taxpayers money at a significant benefit to our environment.
Project Name:

Lower Rio Grande Valley Irrigation

Recipient:

Lower Rio Grande Valley Water District Managers’ Association

Address:

311 N 15th St




McAllen,TX  78501

Funds are requested from the Bureau of Reclamation for this project.  Authorized by P.L. 106-576 and P.L. 107-351, the projects consist of canal lining and replacement of open canals with underground pipe.  Studies have show water savings of up to 50% on some projects.  Federal funds are appropriate since the original projects were constructed by the Bureau of Reclamation and all project plans were prepared to federal standards.  : The Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) has allowed the districts to borrow money to complete projects with the understanding the BOR will reimburse the water districts when federal appropriations are made available.  Providing the $8.7 million will permit the BOR to “catch up” on its obligations, repay the local farmers and allow additional new work to create water savings. 
Project Name:

Nueces River Observatory

Recipient:

Texas A&M University—Corpus Christi

Address:

6300 Ocean Drive




Corpus Christi, TX  78412

$600,000 is requested in Corps of Engineers funding for this project.  Currently about 4,000,000 people live in South Texas and regional aquifers and rivers supply all their water.  Managing water resources in the face of a changing population, land use, and climate has proven to be a difficult challenge, especially when factoring in the need to provide sufficient water to meet not only human but environmental needs as well.  Existing water projects have taken a toll on the coastal ecosystem, and efforts to restore the Nueces estuary have been underway since 1995 when it was discovered that environmental flows were reduced by more than 90% from 1983-1993, which resulted in severe degradation of the Nueces Delta marsh.
Project Name:

O&M Shoaling and Silting Dredging Project

Recipient:

Brownsville Navigation District, The Port of Brownsville

Address:

1000 Foust Rd




Brownsville, TX  78512

$12 million in Operations and Maintenance funding for this project.  The Brownsville Ship Channel is maintained by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  All O&M funding could be used in the next year.  The Port of Brownsville is a major center of industrial development with over 250 companies doing business representing some 8,000 jobs to the surrounding area.  The Port of Brownsville is truly the economic engine for South Texas.  It represents the promise of the economic viability of the region which has been economically depressed for many years.  With the implementation of NAFTA, the Port has seen steady growth for years.  The Port expects this tremendous growth to continue and will need the infrastructure to keep up with demand.

Project Name: 

Raymondville Drain Outfall Project
Recipient:

Hidalgo County Drainage District #1

Address:

902 N Doolittle




Edinburg, TX  78541

$1.0 million is requested in the US Army Corp of Engineers Civil Works funding for this project.  The Raymondville Drain Outfall Project is intended to provide flood protection and drainage to a watershed area of approximately 322 square miles, including the City of Raymondville and surrounding rural and agricultural areas of Hidalgo, Willacy, and Cameron Counties.  The purpose of this project is to formulate and design a flood control plan to divert floodwater from North Main Drain to Raymondville Drain to reduce the existing flooding problems within the urbanized areas. The Raymondville Drain will play an important role in the flood protection of over 1 million residents in Hidalgo, Willacy, and Cameron Counties from future storm events and will allow for the continued and future economic development and growth along already-developed and potentially flood-prone areas in Hidalgo, Willacy, and Cameron Counties.  This investment reduces the probability of flooding in case of hurricane and unexpected flash floods from heavy rains.
Project Name:

Regional Sediment Management

Recipient:

Town of South Padre Island

Address:

4501 Padre Boulevard

South Padre Island, TX 78597

$500,000 is requested for this project.  The Town of South Padre Island is located at the southernmost tip of Texas near the border of Mexico, on a barrier island that extends the entire length of the coast of Texas.  The erosion rates along this barrier island vary considerably based upon wind, currents, and proximity to rivers and other sediment carrying locations. The beaches of South Padre Island are critical economic and environmental assets as they host approximately 22,074 visitors and inhabitants daily, are estimated to generate $64 million dollars in total retail sales, result in the creation of about 3171 jobs, and generate annual property tax revenues of over $4.56 million.
Project Name:

South Padre Desalination Plant

Recipient:

Laguna Madre Water District

Address:

105 Port Road
Port Isabel, TX 78578
$26,306,00 is requested for this project.  Desalination of sea water has the potential to solve the Laguna Madre Water District's service area long-term drought water storage problems. The only water available similar to other cities is the storage in Amistad and Falcon Reservoir associated with raw water rights. If desalination of sea water is considered as an opportunity to meet future demand, then reliance on this reservoir-based storage system would be diminished, and both the quantity and quality of their supplies would potentially be assured.

On the other hand, South Padre Island Desalination facility presents an attractive option for residents of the Laguna Madre area because the technology needed is becoming reliable and cost competitive.  In addition, this project will be able to partially supply current demands on the system that is independent of the Rio Grande supplies. As per the Texas Water Development Board criteria, the Laguna Madre Water District's service area meets the criteria as a Disadvantaged community.

Project Name:

Tule Lake Lift Bridge—Removal of Foundations

Recipient:

Port of Corpus Christi

Address:

PO Box 1541




Corpus Christi, TX  78403

Now directive language—not funding request.

This project is an important use of taxpayer funding because of the hazard the Tule Lake Bridge structures and foundations present to ongoing ship traffic and commerce at the Port of Corpus Christi.  The Tule Lake Lift Bridge was recently removed and now these remaining structures need to also be removed.  The request is to add the following language in the FY 2010 Energy and Water Appropriations bill directing the Army Corps of Engineers to remove the structures.  

"The Secretary of the Army is directed to use the additional $6,000,000 appropriated for the Corpus Christi Ship Channel, Texas project to remove the remaining bridge foundations, abutments and fender system of the Tule Lake Lift Bridge using  O&M funding to improve navigational safety and efficiency".

Project Name:

Wastewater Line Rehabilitation

Recipient:

Laguna Madre Water District

Address:

105 Port Road




Port Isabel, TX  78578

$ 21,369,661 is requested for this project.  Built betweeu the 1970's to the 1980's, the Laguna Madre Water District's collection system has been determined to include 245,725 feet of sewer lines in poor condition which have not been replaced as needed and

are therefore subject to root intrusion, cracks, leakage and corrosion. Some of these factors result from geography and location which means that soil conditions, groundwater, roots, grease build-ups and other factors can also accelerate the end of life for sewer pipes.  If these replacements are not considered for improvement, this can affect the community finances and

cause environmental pollution including sanitary sewer overflows (5505). The LMWD submitted an application to seek financial assistance through the Clean Water State Revolving Fund. As per the Texas Water Development Board criteria, the Laguna Madre Water District's service area meets the criteria as a Disadvantaged community.  This infrastructure project if implemented will create employment opportunities.

Project Name:

Water Raw Delivery and Distribution Systems

Recipient:

Laguna Madre Water District

Address:

105 Port Road
Port Isabel, TX 78578
$30,934,170 is requested for this project.  The Laguna Madre Water District (LMWD) has an obligation to its service area to provide regulatory compliant water quality and guarantee safe and reliable retail water service year around.  Unfortunately, 30 % of the water distribution system was rated in poor condition and needs to be replaced. Distribution system improvements are necessary because those will proved better flow in the existing system and provide water utility to addition customers. When leaks or breaks occur within the distribution system because lines exceeded their useful life, it is the LMWD's to find and replace those lines. The LMWD submitted an application to seek for financial assistance through the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. As per the Texas Water Development Board criteria, the Laguna Madre Water District's service area meets the criteria as a Disadvantaged community. lffinancial assistance is received, it will allow the LMWD to improve pressures and leaks in the distribution system that will result in excellent water quality. The implementation of this project is crucial for community development.  This infrastructure project if implemented will create employment opportunities.

Project Name:

Water System Upgrade

Recipient:

Laguna Madre Water District

Address:

105 Port Road
Port Isabel, TX 78578
$7,687,850 is requested for this project.  This project is an important use of taxpayer funding because it helps a Disadvantaged Community continue to provide water to its constituents.  The entire filtration system should be completely rehabilitated at Water Treatment Plant NO.2.  The filtration system was identified in the Asset Management process to be in high risk. Because of that, the LMWD is considering upgrading the existing conventional sand filters at the plant with the addition of a membrane filtration to improve performance, reliability water quality.  The LMWD submitted an application to seek for financial assistance through the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. As per the Texas Water Development Board criteria, the Laguna Madre Water District's service area meets the criteria as a Disadvantaged community. If financial assistance is received, it will allow the LMWD to continue complying with environmental regulations and improve plant performance.

