CONGRESSMAN SOLOMON ORTIZ
Homeland Security Authorization/Appropriation Requests
Project Name:

Bosquez Street Drainage Improvement

Recipient:

City of Robstown, Texas

Address:

101 E Main




Robstown, TX  78380

$1,882,436 is requested in FEMA Local Hazard Mitigation funding for this project.   
This project is a good use of taxpayer funding because it will remove a continuing flooding hazard in the Robstown community that impacts the safety of the commuters in the city and is an impediment during emergency evacuation of the area.  Drainage improvements along Bosquez Street will provide enhanced safety of residents, students, and commuters in Robstown, Texas.  The enhancement of drainage infrastructure along Bosquez Street will reduce the threat of fatalities along the route caused by flood events.  

Project Name:

City of Robstown Master Drainage Improvement Plan

Recipient:

City of Robstown, Texas
Address:

101 E Main




Robstown, TX  78380

$950,000 in FEMA Local Hazard Mitigation funding is requested for the project.  
This project is a good use of taxpayer funding because it will remove a continuing flooding hazard in the Robstown community that impacts the safety of the commuters in the city and is an impediment during emergency evacuation of the area.  Drainage improvements along Bosquez Street will provide enhanced safety of residents, students, and commuters in Robstown, Texas.  The enhancement of drainage infrastructure along Bosquez Street will reduce the threat of fatalities along the route caused by flood events. The purpose of the funding request is to update the Local Mitigation Action Plan for the City of Robstown to create an Annex to the Corpus Christi Coalition Mitigation Action Plan. The updated Local Mitigation Action Plan will include data collection and inventory and survey of existing structures, GIS data, hydrologic and hydraulic analyses and revised flood plan to include and analysis of existing storm drainage system of flood maps, and identify priority/hazard areas and cost/benefit analysis of short and long-term drainage improvements. 

Project Name:

Earthwatch Unmanned Aerial Surveillance Airship Demonstration

Recipient:

Leigh Aerosystems Corp

Address:

2500 6th Ave




Unit 1308




San Diego, CA  92103

$4.0 million in Science and Technology funding is requested for this project.  
This project is a good use of taxpayer funds because of the airship’s possible use in urban areas.  It has the ability to provide “eyes in the sky” surveillance before, during, and after emergency events, depending on the type of emergency.  Governing aviation agencies will not likely approve the fixed or rotary-wing UAV’s over urban areas which SBI has significantly invested.  An alternative is the unmanned airship, which Leigh Aerosystems is developing, whose attributes include extremely long endurance, slow speed, undetectable noise signature, virtual inability to cause significant damage to people or property on the ground despite electronic or propulsion failures, and large visual signature which renders it easily detectable by other airborne traffic.
Project Name:

South Padre Island Emergency Response Center

Recipient:

Town of South Padre Island

Address:

4501 Padre Boulevard




South Padre Island, TX  78597

$1.0 million in FEMA State and Local Programs Account is requested for this project.  
This is a good use of taxpayer funds because the Town of South Padre Island is currently running its Emergency Response Center (ERC) from a temporary, make-shift facility.  Located on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico, this town is dependent on a robust, fully functioning ERC to allow adequate response to daily emergencies as well as for annual hurricane season preparation.  The Town of South Padre is in a dire need of a new Emergency Response Center to serve the growing Town and surrounding community. The current Emergency Operations Center, which suffered serious damage from Hurricane Dolly, was built 30 years ago for a staff of roughly one-seventh of the current staff. Along with the growing staff, more vehicles and emergency operations equipment is used now more than ever. With a new center, the community’s emergency response teams will better able to serve and protect the area.

